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Globalisation is nothing new - it
began with Confucius 2,500 years
ago, says historian Michael Scott

How we sTupy history tells us

as much about ourselves as it

does about the past. Traditionally,

we like to carve up the past into

periods and geographical areas,

around which we create school
curriculum topics, university departments and
research specialisms - to the extent that we
often treat these individual sub-silos of human
experience as isolated worlds.

While this helps make the vast tapestry of our
past manageable as a series of bite-sized chunks,
such an approach could not be further from the
truth of how we experience the world. Looking
at our globalised world today, we are told only
too often about how what we do impacts on the
other side of the globe and vice versa. And
recent, very successful history books, such as
Peter Frankopan’s The Silk Roads, have shown
us how, for long periods of our past, a vast
geographical span has been firmly connected by
pulsating arteries of trade and migration.

In my new book, Ancient Worlds: an Epic
History of East and West, m interested in how
this connected world came into being, What did
it take for separate communities, strung out
from the Mediterranean to China, to come into
contact, develop a sense of global connection
and thrive on it? Who were the key figures and
forces in forging these linked ancient worlds?
What were their driving goals? How does
this momentous era of ancient globalisation
continue to affect us today and what can we —
should we - learn from it?

For me, there are three key moments in this

story. The first is one of simultaneous political
revolution, when humanity’s relationships were
under the microscope. In the late sixth century
BC, from the Mediterranean to China, new
systems of governance were being born that
not only defined their respective worlds, but are
still major players in the 21st century: demo-
cracy in ancient Athens, republican government
in ancient Rome and Confucianism in ancient
China. Though they did not always know about,
or interact with, one another, these political
inventions portray these worlds at
similar crossroads of societal development,
facing the same organisational difficulties and
demands, each searching for a solution that
fitted their own culture.

¢From the Med
to China, we have
always interacted
with one another?®

The second key moment is one of warfare
across ancient worlds. Towards the end of the
third century BC, Hannibal was crossing the
Alps to take on Rome, just as central Asia was
alight with territorial conflict. And in China the
first Emperor of a unified China - he of the
Terracotta Warriors — was articulating the
boundaries of his world and in turn destabilising
the nomadic tribes bordering his lands. As the

great generals and leaders of this era fought to
keep their societies on top, and their own heads
on their shoulders, they increasingly came to
realise, and rely on, the giant interconnected
global chessboard in which they were players.
Within half a century, the historians of this
period from East and West, for the first time in
history, recorded the same incident: the military
clash of Eastern nomadic tribes invading the
Western community of Greco-Bactria in central
Asia. From this moment onwards, ancient
globalisation was a reality.

HE THIRD KEY moment I focus on is
religious innovation and change on
the back of the birth of this connected
world. In the fourth century AD, as
Christianity swept the Mediterranean, north
Africa and parts of western Asia, ancient Hindu
worship was being rearticulated by the ruling
families in India and Buddhism was spreading
from India, via the emergent Silk Roads, to
become an established religion in China.

138

RadicTimes 25 June-1 July 2016




&
¢
v Zie Y
[ 3 ¥
S
"g ~ A 4
__‘: 3 = ¥ \
e ¥
1 hPE
s\ 3
Wit (i, 26 . 5%
z s S T s s “\
A o 10 4 =Xy e A
7 A 28 ?r-'%’u":-" & -
Al - AT er® * o = =
et ey L el P 'k 2 :
T .r'; i :’r' % ﬁ:;f:ﬂ" ’ ¥ ,/
= c m‘: Mo T T e = ffg' -
% e "\ QL .43 i
¢ o § nd ASARE e al - “m‘ e oo
EARLAYSE. i e BExpy R R sl %, e i
P W ) B S - o Eradae) | GE
Com o Kog oft O = N st i o
| BN enid e Gule i, & e X !
. ¥ Koxvr iveigllel |
tﬁ P2 % nl.f;.wv g n/:t:lfz ‘&W,,
: ! + i el o i)
ket o Loy Vgl 5 4 [
oy | G WT" - gsh ks 4 : d e ¥,
i ] o ' g A
> ey & e T _,,,,‘:9%‘..,, 'l /
St o B b Gy 7| e g . %
FOINDAAN D CEAN ree st h <
ke I oo Lvate. ? y S
m e T e D N
Qromicises omeioe s bk ,_.i-l sr] 0 ~ S :
Z ot Bect; e o Tl "-1- %
] ) Topp ; = 5
rdunt e Zs. NV e el
2l i o S Bprd o i
1 C - _==d o A
& =gl == Y ¢ ' .
i\ sl W/ GLOBAL LINES DRAWN
e N No man was an Istand
e
7R T— in the time of (from left)
N the Terracotta Warriors,
- ~ Hannibal, the Greek
> golden age, Confucius
e G 3 and imperial Rome
l)
g '
s
1
el S o, 5 Ly
AL S I
LB o = -
A L A o
i o e
AR -
(PG E
)/ o0 .
: < be an indisputable part of our lives. As such, and
Msats gt = especially since very recently becoming a father
BARE - for the first time, I believe we need to do our best
?
£ to prepare ourselves, and our children, for life in

Through the fervent work of missionaries keen
to spread the word of their beliefs, and the
zealous efforts of rulers to bolster their rule
through alliance with these religious systems,
the religious fabric of these ancient worlds was
radically realigned, laying the groundwork for
the nature of our world today.

Politics, war and religion: the story of Ancient
Worlds is an important one, not only because it
helps us understand how large parts of our
world today came into being, but also because it
reminds us how much we have always inter-
acted with one another, and, critically, how
much we owe to that interaction. We are today
in an era of unpreceuented globalisation, and
whatever the result of the UK’s decision in the
EU referendum, that globalised world will still

a global world. And thinking about the very
ancient roots of global interaction is, for my
money, a very good place to start.

Dr Michael Scott is Associate Professor in Classics and
Ancient History at the University of Warwick
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