' The fourth century BC |

* One of the greatest,
+ | most powerful and
| meost intriguing rulers
of ancient times

The most famouys orator the

ancient Greek world has ever
produced

Historians who claim that the
fifth century BC was the
golden age of ancient Greece
have missed a trick, says
Michael Scott. As Scott
argues in a new book out this
month, some of the most
crucial developments in
classical Greek history did, in
fact, occur a century later

The first ever fully
naked female
statue in ancient
Greek art

—

HAT LINKS

the ground-

breaking,

world-

changing

statues, rulers,
orators and philosophers shown in the
above pictures? The answer is that they
were all living or being created in the
ancient Greek world between 400 and
300 BC, a period known as the fourth
century. But you will be hard pressed to
find a book about this underrated era
on the shelves of your local library.

In the story of ancient Greece, the
neglected fourth century BC, despite the
treasure trove of glories it contains, is
nearly always pushed out of the limelight
by the 100 vears preceding it, the fifth
century BC, the so-called ‘golden age’ of
ancient Greece, How has this imbalance
come about? Why has the fourth century
not caught our imagination? What could
it tell us if only we were to listen?

The fifth century BC is not without
its merits. It was in this century that the
Parthenon — the defining monument of
ancient Greece, which still stands proud
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over modern-day Athens — was created.
It was in the fifth century BC that
Athenian democracy gathered speed
and Athens itself rose to rule a mighty
empire across the Aegean. It was in the
fifth century BC too that the Greek
world tore itself apart in a gruelling
war between its two main powers,
Athens and Sparta. [n 404 BC, at the
very end of the fifth century, Athens Jost
that conflict.

Most people have heard the story of
Athens’ celebrated democracy during
the fifth century BC — not least because

BBC History Magazine

LEFT A copy of

the statue of the
Aphrodite of Cnidos
TOP A ¢oin bearing a
portrait of Alexander
the Great, produced
¢314-313BC

ABOVE A bust of the
great Athenian
orator, Demosthenes
RIGHT A 15th-century
relief showing Plato
and Aristotle
BACKGROUND

The fourth-century
theatre at Epidaurus

of its links over the millennia with our
own systems of democratic
government. But what happened next?
What happened after Athens fell?

All too often, the answer in
textbooks is a resounding silence, until
the story picks up again late in the
following century with the emergence
of King Philip of Macedon and his son
Alexander the Great, who rose to rule
massive swathes of the ancient world,

The fourth century BC, if it is
acknowledged at all in the history
books, is remembered as the time of

Alexander (just look at the recent
Hollywaod film starring Colin Farrell
and Angelina Jolie). The result is that, in
the way we currently tell the story of
ancient Greek history, we skip from the
fall of democratic Athens at the end of
the fifth century to the rise of the
absolute monarch Alexander the Great
in the last part of the fourth century,
missing out all that comes in between.
We jump between two polarised worlds
of democracy and absolute monarchy
as if the great majority of the fourth
century had never existed at all.




Great men of the fourth century BC
Epaminondas of Thebes Isocrates of Athens

Diogenes of Sinope The fifth century BC

Who would have thought that a vegetarian How couid a man whao never held public office, He masturbated in the ayora and defecated in the 440s
philosopher could become one of the great who never spoke in a public debate, have had any ~ theatre, He lived in a barrel and urinated on Construction begins on the Parthenon
architects of power in ancient Greece? impact on the affairs of Greece? Isocrates, sonof ~ people as they passed by. He was the first and inAthens,
Epaminondas was one of the fearsome generals a flute-manufacturer, who made his money ultimate exponent of the philosophy of self-
of the city of Thebes. He was a man whao won through teaching rhetoric to some of the greatest sufficiency, rejecting everything that society had 431-204 .

Thebes supremacy over much men of his age, also became one of the ancient to offer and every rule it tried to impose, a Peloponnesian war tears Greece apart.

b oY of fourth-century BC Greece, world's first real-time public politicat lifestyle which earned him the title

404

o . -!‘:_‘-- f‘ who t_iefeated the legendary commentators, His life ‘the Cynic’. Buthe also. . Athens surrenders and lls democracy
Y 'k = warriors of Sparta, whom spanned much of the fourth represented a way of living is replaced by an oligarchy for a year.
=Yy \d\} 4?"" Cicero would call the leader century and his political attractive even to men
AL lmt;-‘J 3 of Greeks and whom no less pamphlets document its like Alexander the Great The fourth century BC
=y - ﬁ» ’;:’" a man than Sir Walter turbulent times as he hands and was the first to 386
- ' Ralegh would honour with out advice to the power- really understand how The Persian king lays down a peace
‘ \ . thetitle "the greatest of the brokers of Greece and tries much events of the agreement for ancient Greece.
£ W st ancient Greeks”. to shape their, and Greece’s, fourth century had
o destiny. changed the worldin 371
which he lived.

Epaminondas of Thebes leads his city
tc supremacy in Greece at the battle
of Leuctra,

So why has the fourth century available from the already heavily- itself in earnest. While the preceding 362
become the “sickly cousin”, to quote one mined world of the fifth. We have century is of course not devoid of

historian, of the glorious fifth?

In part it has a lot to do with our
obsession for, on the one hand,
anything to do with democracy, and on

historians, we have orators, we have
philosophers, comedians, playwrights,
political pamphleteers, social
commentators, economists, military

literary, archaeological or inscriptional
sources, it is becoming increasingly
clear that the fourth century is the
period in which we can use the wealth

Xenophon, the historian, ends his
narrative of Greek history with the
battle of Mantinea taking place in
this year,

the other, the antics of swashbuckling strategists, medics and biographers. of material on offer to get at the ancient 360

heroes —not to mention our unhealthy More importantly, we have an ever world in an unprecedented variety of Phiiphl

tendency to misread the history of increasing and overwhelming amount ~ ways and at a forensic level of detail. evidence, we have been guilty of This first century 8Cto  opinions, debates and decisions by key becomes king

Athens for the history of Greece asa of archaeological and inscriptional But the second reason why the compressing the ancient world into a L'; 5n'1 ‘:‘;:2’1 :zuic players over how to respond to the of Macedon.

whole. It also has to do with our love of evidence to take into account. fourth century is fast coming onto the single fifth-century snapshot. Wehave | e Platoandnis  changing world around them. . 158

simple historical pictures: we like our These last two types of evidence in agenda is due to a realisation of our ignored the importance of change Over  schoal of philosophers But the story of the fourth century is Constrsction

history when there is one power in particular open up new aspects of the Own eTrors as observers of the past. time, a story the fourth century seems by no means only a story of political begins on the adGreekcoin

control (Athens, Alexander. ..) rather ancient world to us, many of which Think of Plato or Aristotle, the great ideally suited to underline. change. Throughout the century, 'd_le great theatre ::if']'f . ';”

than when it is complex and entangled. never usually make an appearance in philosophers, In which century did they What kind of stories could the Greeks were constantly expanding into at Epidaurus. -
literary sources (themselves almost live? Many people, I think, would be fourth century tell us if we were unknown parts of the ancient world,

Confusion and disorder

always written by male elites). From

tempted to say the fifth, Or the orator

prepared to listen to it? First and

Trade and people were moving with

355

The fourth century does not make itself town planning to individual homes, Demosthenes? Fifth century again, foremost, it is the story of tumultuous ever-greater speed and purpose across :i':::;*:rhh:c?::::a:;m
any more appealing in this regard when from religious practices to shipping, ITwould imagine. change. It was during the fourth land and sea. Communities thousands F
we look at the major ancient historical from funerals to working the land, from We assume, because we have been century that a Greek world in which of miles apart were becoming 350_340s
sources. Whereas in the fifth century, military installations to political taught that the fifth century was democratic Athens was top dog intertwined and dependent on one Demosthenes argues ferociously in
ancient writers like Herodotus and monuments, the archaeological Greece’s golden age, that anyone another bc:]tih POlﬁi!;IClaﬂY and Athens that Phitip is nat the saviour
Thucydides set out boldly and clearly evidence brings whole new spectrums important must have lived in that time. : f . s economically as fights to secure but the tyrant of Greece.
(even if one-sidedly) how we should of fourth-century activity into view. Bufit is just not the case. Plato did most Our image °f th'e glonous alliances anljcg natural resources became -
understand the great conflicts of the Likewise inscriptions—documents  of his work and Aristotle all of his in the i commonplace. Bt
age, in the fourth century the main written on stone —enable usto glimpse  fourth century. Demosthenes too. In ﬁfth Centl!ry . Folloured bv By the end of the century, Alexander Zr:;::j; ;‘:z;‘::: sl sl
historical source, Xenophon, ended his Ale‘:‘a nfder ::e Grfiaf the complex and evolving bureaucracy ~ worshipping the fifth century, we have an obsession with democracv ruled an emP:i'e thg:ﬁletg}ed f:'i‘}m
account in 362 BCby saying “there was ~ On thefourth-century — of Greek cities, the rigid rules governing  been guilty of collapsing the chronolo . Greece to modern-day India and was 338
more confusion anI:leiszl:iir in f;i:::::;u . sanctuaries and re]igig:)us rituai the 4 of me?al:ctint worlg_ Evgen worse, we = and SW aSthCkhng hemes trading with communities even further Isocrates, the political commentator
Greece... than ever before. This is discovered inSidon,  complexities of building contracts, as have used evidence from the fourth away in every direction of the compass. at Athens, dies, having finally
where I give up. Perhaps someone else Lebanon in 1887 well as a whole host of other aspects of ~ century as if it came from the fifth. morphed into a world ruled by a single The fourth century saw the transferred his allegiance from
will take up the challenge...” ancient society. The fourth Historians too often use Aristotle’s absolute smonarch, Alexander the Great. globalisation of the ancient Greek Athens to Philip.

Thankfully there has century wasthe time  recently discovered Constitution of the How did such a dramatic political world, with all the perilsand 236
recently been a real effort in which the Athenians for instance — his treaty on change come about? This was a century opportunities that came with it Philip is murdered and his son,
to resuscitate the fourth Greek world the workings and history of Athens’ in which old empires expired and new (inchuding immigration, social policing,  p1oander the Great, becomes king,
century and save it from the reallybegan  democratic constitution, written in the cities and peoples were catapulted into economic collapse and ancient Greece’s
dustbin of history. That effort topublicly 3205 BC —as if it were talking only the front line, forever redrawing the very own credit crunch). 320s . o
has revealed two key reasons why document  about fifth-century democracy, over 3 E political framework of the ancient The fourth century also bears Anstu_tle._ the philosopher, writes his
we need to get stuck in. The first is 100 years before. Its like using z = world. Using the vast array of sources at witness to a significant inc1:ea_se in focus Constitution of the Athenians.
that we have simply underestimated the evidence from the Houses of B g our dispaosal, we can follow that process on the individual’s place within that 323
amount of evidence available to us. Parliament now to talk about what & of change through the eyes of the turbulent and expanding weorld. Such a Diogsnas of Sinepe s, Alsrndar
Xenophon's discouraging efforts have it was like at the end of the 19th g & people involved in making it a reality. focus varies from a practical interest in thie i, oo ik cramialibe it
obscured the colourful array of century. In our eager attempts to 2 # 'We can follow history not as a defined how best to insulate oneself and one’s empire the ancientworld had yet
windows into the world of the fourth make a sensible picture out of the & % sequence of events made inevitable family from economic downturns to seen, also dies.
century, which match anything patchwork of surviving historical g £ with hindsight, but as a series of sociological critiques of different >
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e @ In Our Time
The agora: Athens’ beating heart

human characteristics to more WHAT WAS life like in being bought and sold in duties for the month, to statements of class,
philosophical engagements with the fourth-century Athens? bustli_ng markgtfs; warship the gods and to political affiliationand
very nature of the human soul. The place to I:e.was the proslltutes waiting to be collect water., intention could be made
Nor is it just a quest to understand agora, t.he beating I:teart picked up; people Theagorawasa just by buying a certain
of the city, the melting coming to check public place to which citizens type of fish. ltwas a

the individual. In a world where so pot of political, social, documents in the new were drawn in order to

much was uncertain, there is a need to
know something that was certain. The

economic and legal

place of memory, in

city archive, to read

be seen, but which could

which statues of

For the past 11 years Melvyn Bragg has hosted the weekly intellectual discussion

show In Qur Time on Radio 4. As a new book of the series is published, he talks to

goings-an. recently published laws also contaminate founding fathers and
fourth century is a period of frenzied Inanarea not much inthe chief magistrate's  reputationsiflingeredin  recent heroes mingled i
exploration and investigation into the bigcthan TREIGE. oflich, odstend Nobidiiwesagine wilhheihrobiis Rob Attar about how the programme comes together and the secrets to its success
science of the natural world, the Square, here onewiould themselvesinthenewly  for a pleasant evening crowds, and paintings of
mechanics of the human body and the bedassulMElibyalivedh, DANEWGoUREI strollandthe placefora  great battles and EN YEARS into his presenting stint on Starfthe  with our lists and say things like, ‘We haven’t done anything
nature and weaknesses of different :F:f':w:twe" 1 70' r rep:rt f:':“_fy service, vitious punchup. ltwas  inspiring virtues acted Week Melvyn Bragg was sacked by the BBC. He about the Middle Ages for a long time’ or “iso’t it time we did
political systems among a myriad of e gl | (O Rl Te e 5 LS :sil:?tce';ddri; ‘:ﬁ :;:m i had just been made a life peer and the corporation  something on Indian mathematics?* It’s determinedly eclectic™
other things. ‘: ' felt that his new role was incompatible with hosting With this eclecticism comes a strong desire to feature some
. . as a place of poets and s . X = . 5

It is also a time when people philosophers, politicians a programme they believed was connected to lesser-known historical stories. “One of the things I'm really
reached out for anything that might and prostitutes. politics. “My Start the Week didn’t have anything ~ proud about is that we've got stuck m to the Arabic translation
help them make sense, and take Itwas also a place to do with politics,” Bragg recalls. “It was to do with scientists,  movements of the 8th—11th centuries,” Bragg reveals. “It was
control, of their changing world. that everyone made fun historians and philosophers but nevertheless they were worried  something that I myself knew nothing about. I thought the
They embraced new gods and of, but whichwas a and they asked me to leave”. As compensation, Bragg was Romans left in AD 410 and then there was a bit of this, a bit of A —-,
religious practices like cursing, they grave dishonour to be offered the chance to present a new Radio 4 programmeon ~  that, a bit of Alfred [the Great] and then the Normans came wrei tg:n;ab?g;z:aster
developed a renewed respect (in lirmed trom. Theagora, Thursday mornings. The show he carved out was In Our Time,  along. I thought nothing much happened anywhere in the His presenting duties
Athens at any rate} for the rule and who 5: re:tams canbe a forum for scholars to chew over the big ideas of history, Dark Ages but we can discover of course that in the Arab have included The
develol:-omen_t of a code of law. :;':1: ;;1::5' :tahsevnvgit science, philosophy, religion and culture. It first aived in 1998 world the most amazing things were happening. I.t was ot South Bank Show, Start

But in doing so, they also brought and untike any othier ity and, over the past 11 years, has become a great success with only in literary translations. There were great additions to the Week and /n Qur
competing ways of explaining and iithe anclentworld audience figures close to two million, plus hundreds of knowledge in philosophy and medicine as well.” Time. He has alsa been
controlling the world into conflict ' thousands of podcast downloads. ) controller of arts at
e Deorings erdwhere factal TV “We don’t do things because they are Londontesherd, |
uncertainty. Scientific medi and radio ventures are frequently . - " .
explanations for disease, for example, Aniltustration of were constricted in this period. with their own past, to reconstruct it for accused of dumbing down, In Our academlcauy faShlonab].e a"d:‘_l':i g;gde a life
clashed with religious explanationsand ~ anancientGreek The fourth century was also an their present needs and to manipulate it Time is, in Bragg’s own words, Ched
cures. Religious sanctuaries were forced :’;’;’:::;:gé?::::s important period of temple building in order to shape their future, The “relentlessly highbrow”. Almost all of the guests are teaching The latest academic trends are not a factor in determining

to defend their record, their place, and

drunken orgy

even sometimes their physical existence,

across Greece, in Asia Minor and even
in north Africa. Even more crucially, it

fourth century reminds us, above all,
that history is what you make of it. It is

academics who enjoy being able to speak to an intelligent,
respectful audience. “It's a bit like a seminar,” Bragg explains.

the programme’s content, according to Bragg. “We do what
we feel like doing. We don’t do things because they are

in the fourth century. Law courts was a dramatic period of development  up to us now to make more of the “The academics are being asked to communicate with their academically fashionable and we don’t know what the latest
became the way for the individual to for ancient art, which responded to,and  fourth century BC.HI peers, most of whom have not got their knowledge but would  trends are most of the time! Of course the scholars who come
secure justice in Athenian society, but helped shape, the world around it. like to have it.” in are often at the cutting edge so they bring in the latest trends
brought with them the increased From the taboo-breaking firstever fully g When it comes to history, In Our Time has covered an with them. You can always rely, for example, on Mary Beard to
uncertainty and fear that skilled naked female statue of the goddess of F&: g #u  Michael Scott's new book & impressive range of topics. In any given week a listener might  give you the latest trends in classical scholarship.”
individuals may be able to use such love and sex, Aphrodite — created by the J \{\' investigating the story of & betreated to Agincourt, the Carolingian Renaissance, Stalix’s Distilling matiy years of scholarship into
institutions to manipulate the political sculptor Praxiteles for the city of DEMocRaTs e fourth century BC - 2 geneticist or even the history of tea. How then does Bragg 45 minutes is no easy task for the historians
and legal system for their own ends. Chidus in Asia Minor (see picture on o KNG sl From Demacrats o fdings: £ choose what ideas to tackle? “It’s not very scientific. The featured on In Our Time. Bragg describes it as Book
SRSV the Brutal Dawn of 2 New & : wposo o LI » InOurTi tains t int
page 56) —to the sombre statue of | o | World from the Fall of Athens & producer and I go for a coffee every couple of weeks, sitdown  “deing high table talk on speed”, which isa n Our Time contains transcripts
ags ‘Peace’ nursing the infant ‘Wealth’in T h e daunting proposition to say the least. of 26 programmes, specially
fo 2
Most Greek cities had lal'ge Athens, the fourth century, far from M Gr:: f’f;{;’;’:ﬁfﬂ'ﬁi’%ﬁe Nevertheless the programme regularly invites selected and introduced by Bragg
rmanent th t Act being a time of artistic decline as has so g ) i, academics who have never appeared on the radio {Hodder & Stoughton, September
permanen eatres. ACtors e o pukig g Rt . ) . 2009)
often been argued, was a century of 1 E e MW oo 4 before and in the main the scholars rise to the
became superstars and even  artisticdiversity and creativity. e | B occasion. “T'm always being surprised and o buy In Qur Time from
. . The fourth century has incredible Books e “wuh?*"wc MW.&W-:: : impressed,” says Bragg. BBC History Bookstore for £15
international ambassadors potential to expand and improve our » From Democrats to Kings by ' . M&Pl" i it t‘% - So too are the BBC hierarchy. A programme [RRP£20] turn to page 72
understanding of the ancient Greek Michael Scott ficon, 2009 4 L‘”‘ﬁ@_ﬁfi tmmﬂw«\-ﬂqm 5 that Bragg mentally envisioned lasting only a Radi
But despite this interplay of new and world in a myriad number of ways. 3 7o buy From Democrats to Kings U A Lyl p AT year or two has now been a Radio 4 fixxture for Ry S .
. . - T, T s g 3 e "“’”’g“" M el T > In Our Time is currently being
5ld, certainty and uncertainty, and Digging into it reveals not only justhow | from BBC History Bookstore for £14.39 e i d o H,,é\ad.u more than a decade, striking a blow for
, \ . 4 2 epptepnier m-»dn‘“‘ Lo , . . broadcast every Thursday on BBC
serhaps indeed because of it, the fourth much is on offer to us, but also, justhow | [RRPE17.99]turnto page 72 omatle | P intellectually challenging broadcasting. “Without | 5. vio 4 vou can listen to all the
sentury was also a period of great crucial this period of time was for the » History of the Classical Greek World " s e e i the benefit of focus groups, consultants, or previous episodes on the show's
sreativity. By the end of the century, ancient world. 478-323 BC by Peter Rhodes {Blackwell, W’“"Wﬁ 3 a,‘é,; : anything like that we just hit on something,” . wehsite wiww.bbe,
nost Greek cities had large permanent It was in the fourth century that 2006) wj’\vu dpgponetps | Kot JW:::‘\“% - Bragg explains. “We hit on the idea that there are RED o co.uk/radiod/
heattes, which played host to a decisive debates on politics, economics, P Alexander the Great: the Hunt for a AR % o~ : ‘“"\ﬁcwf\ lots of subjects out there, that people who've history/inourtime
. d of dramati hil s : New Past by Paul Cartledge {Pan, 2003} e e {\J it i e ot d th e TR
onstant round o atic philosophy, religion, society and A S A 20 L been to university and those who haver’t want to Podcast
erformances. Actors became identity took place as part of a On the podcast o iR Ml o w%iﬁ*“ know about. They want knowledge. They want To listen to more history
superstars and even mtematlona.! . transition between ‘Classical’ and Michael Scott discusses ancient Greece on ’ pRr eI ; L * toknow more and more about more and more discussion check out our podcasts.
imbassadors. Theatres that are still in ‘Hellenistic’ worlds. It was also in the October Pod 2 [anline from 14 October] 8 . and we are one of the places they can get it, Plus You can hear every episode on our
1se today, like the exquisite example at fourth century that we see the ancient » www.bhchistorymagazine.com/ g - the advantage we have is that they can get it from website I WwWWw.
ipidaurus (see picture on page 57), Greeks beginning to engage seriously podcast.asp 3 An Arabic translation of Euclid's Elements of Geometry  Lit¢ Dest people around.” m bhehistorymagazie-com
from the c13th century. Melyvn Bragg has championed
BBC History Magazine Arab schalarship on the programme 41



